MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

6425 Main Street,
Georgetown, California 95634

MONDAY, JULY 7,2025
11:00 A.M.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Donna Seaman, President
Michael Saunders, Vice-President Robert Stovall, Treasurer
Mitch MacDonald, Director Mike Thornbrough, Director

1. CALLTO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

President Seaman called the meeting to order at 11:07 AM
Roll Call:
Present: MacDonald, Saunders, Seaman, Stovall and Thornbrough (via Zoom)

Absent: None
Director Saunders led the Pledge of Allegiance

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Michael Saunders inquired to legal if this meeting was called under the “11:10”?
Frank Splendorio, legal counsel, states it was not, It was called under the “Future Agenda
Policy.”

Director Thornbrough motioned to adopt the agenda; Director Stovall seconded the motion.
Ayes: MacDonald, Thornbrough, Stovall, Saunders, and Seaman

Nays: None

The motion passed unanimously.

3. PUBLIC FORUM:
None

4, ACTION ITEMS
A. Reconsider Approval of Director Saunders Attendance at an Official Event - MCWRA
Legislative Day and Related Eligible Expenses Legislative Update and Develop District
Positions

Michael Thornbrough stated his opinion regarding the division of the Board members and the
subsequent violations of current Board policies. The Board members must have prior approval,
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by vote of the Board, to attend trainings and events. Michael Saunders did not have prior Board
approval to submit for reimbursement of costs to attend this event, which is a violation of the
current Policy. Apologized for calling a special meeting, however, due to medical reasons, he is
unable to attend the regular meeting on July 9, 2025,

Robert Stovall sited the minutes of Regular Board Meeting April 3, 2025; item# 8.1., vote for “a
director to attend” motion passed unanimously. Sited current policy item #. Having a special
meeting to address this concern “is a waste of District resources”. Stovall states that he voted to
approve Saunders to be reimbursed due to the fact the Seaman was approved to attend but did
not attend. If both directors had requested reimbursement for the same event, he would have
voted no.

Mitch MacDonald addressed the need for a separate meeting due to constraints on the Regular
meeting. Mitch read a pre-written statement siting increased legal costs due to the division of
the Board.

Michael Saunders explained that the Board members had previously voted to elect Saunders to
be “the District liaison” who represents the District for State, Fed and local water boards for the
last 7-8 years with no expectation of reimbursement for associated expenses. Saunders read a
pre-written statement regarding his MCWRA attendance. The reimbursement for this MCWRA
meeting was $190.00, legal costs to hold special meetings have increased to $15,000.00.
Saunders stated that he has non-reimbursed mileage costs upwards of $4,500. Saunders assures
the Board that he is following the policy and has not submitted for reimbursement without
approval of the Board.

Donna Seaman sited that the minutes of the April 3" meeting are not complete and should have
reflected that the vote was to allow Donna to attend the legislative day, not “any director”, She
had specifically requested that the minutes reflect this determination. Seaman expressed
concern that past Board actions are being brought up as a cause for the Board division. The
General Manger is the main representative of the District at these functions.

Frank Splendorio, legal counsel, there are sufficient facts that justify the conclusion that Saunders
was following the policy. [t was explicitly left by the ad-hoc policy committee due to the
numerous scenarios for reimbursement after the fact. Splendorio reiterated both sides of the
discussion and stated that the current language of the policy is being followed. However, the
reimbursement portion is up for interpretation by either side. The word in the policy is
“reasonable”. Is it reasonable for a director to attend a meeting without prior approval given that
a fellow director cannot attend and then request for reimbursement. Moving forward, the name
of the Director will be included in the motion, as well as in the minutes.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Cherie Carlyon
Anne Wright

Director Thornbrough motioned to not reimburse Director Saunders due to insufficient;
Director Saunders seconded the motion.

Ayes: Thornbrough and Seaman

Nays: MacDonald, Stovall, and Saunders
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The motion did not pass 2 to 3.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

President Seaman adjourned the open session to a closed session at 12:17 PM

5. CLOSED SESSION

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(2): 1 case
B. REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION
i.  Nothing to report

President Seaman adjourned the closed session to an open session at 1:02 PM

6. NEXT MEETING DATE AND ADJOURNMENT
A. The next Regular Meeting will be July 9, 2025, at 2:00 PM, at the Georgetown Divide
Public Utility District, 6425 Main Street, Georgetown, California 95634.

Director MacDonald motioned to adjourn the meeting. Director Saunders seconded the
motion.

President Seaman called for the vote:

Ayes: Saunders, Stovall, Thornbrough, MacDonald and Seaman

Nays: None

Theyno/tjbn passed/unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 1:03 PM
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Nicholas Schneider, General Manager Date
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