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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

OF 
                                           THE IRRIGATION COMMITTEE 

     6425 Main Street, 
       Georgetown, California 95634 

   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025 
      2:00 P.M. 

 
Irrigation Committee Board of Directors Liaison 

Ray Griffiths, Chairman  John Onusko   Donna Seaman 
Bill Threlkel, Vice Chair 
Carla Sutton, Secretary 
Alexandra Duarte 

Kristy McKay 
Fran Todd 

 Mike Thornbrough 

    
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

It is the purpose of the Georgetown Divide Public Utility District to: 

• Provide reliable water supplies. 

• Ensure high-quality drinking water. 

• Promote stewardship to protect community resources, public health, and quality of life. 

• Provide excellent and responsive customer services through dedicated and valued staff. 

• Ensure fiscal responsibility and accountability are observed by balancing immediate and long-term needs. 
 

A full record of this meeting is available on the District channel: 

https://youtube.com/live/nFnIrccz_Vo 

1. CALL TO ORDER — ROLL CALL — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Secretary Sutton called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. 

Roll Call: 
Present:  Onusko, Duarte, McKay, and Sutton 
Absent:   Threlkel, Todd, and Griffiths 

          Member Sutton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA    

Member Duarte motioned to adopt the agenda. Member McKay seconded the motion.    

  Secretary Sutton called for the vote. 
  Ayes: Onusko, Duarte, McKay, and Sutton 
  Nayes: None 
  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

https://youtube.com/live/nFnIrccz_Vo
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3. PUBLIC FORUM  
No comments were received. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 19, 2024 

Member McKay motioned to approve the minutes. Member Duarte seconded the 
motion.    

  Secretary Sutton called for the vote. 
  Ayes: Onusko, Duarte, McKay, and Sutton 
  Nayes: None 
  The motion passed unanimously. 

5. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS  
A. Water Resources Update 

B. Irrigation Season Application Response Update 

Item 5. A. was combined with item 6. A. for theme/discussion continuity.  

6.  ACTION ITEMS  

A. Review of Current and Future Water Seasons 

Operations Manager Adam Brown shared the projections for the upcoming water year. 
Approximately half of the anticipated irrigation applications for the season have been 
returned to the District. Committee discussion covered canal leg capacities, and 
processes associated with service determinations per route. The Committee expressed 
interest in information regarding available grant funding that could be utilized to assist with 
piping and upgrading canal carrying capacities. The group also examined the water loss 
at the end of routes with associated volume and the District’s efforts to mitigate. Ditch 
lining benefits were reviewed. Piping as a solution for water theft was identified as the 
most effective method. Payment arrangement options were inquired after, with the 
potential to break season amounts across a greater period to alleviate rate increase 
impacts. Customer surveys were discussed with the potential to develop one for the 2026 
season. 

Committee season determination discussion involved reviewing the decision to adjust the 
2024 season, noting positive outcomes for the vintner grape growing operations in the 
community. October fire season and water availability for fire protection were considered. 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) forecasting indicates equal 
chances of heat or precipitation with no significant changes expected. The Committee 
decided to develop the final season recommendation for referral to the Board of Directors 
during their March meeting.  

Member Todd arrived at 2:10 p.m.  

B.  Consider Possible Reorganization and Committee Officer Appointments 

Member Duarte motioned to appoint Member McKay as chair, Member Todd as Vice 
Chair, and Member Sutton as Secretary. Member Onusko seconded the motion.    

  Secretary Sutton called for the vote. 
  Ayes: Onusko, Duarte, McKay, Todd, and Sutton 
  Nayes: None 
  The motion passed unanimously. 






